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Course Description:  English II will focus on the reading, writing, language, speaking, listening, and research skills students need to succeed in college and the workforce.  An emphasis will be placed on critical thinking, problem solving, close reading of complex text, and creativity. ELA standards require all students to graduate ready to read and respond to the academic and technical texts they will encounter throughout their adult lives.  In order to achieve that goal, the main focus of this class will be to read, comprehend, analyze, discuss, and write about a variety of texts – literary and informational.  Independent reading will also be required.
Objectives (per State of Tennessee)
Language

9-10.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking; use effective parallel structure and various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meaning and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

9-10.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing; when reading and writing, explain the functions of semicolons and colons to separate related ideas and use them correctly to do so; write and edit work so that it conforms to a style guide appropriate for the discipline and writing type. 

9-10.L.KL.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

9-10.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 9th -10th grade-level text by choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 

b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 

c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 

d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

9-10.L.VAU.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings in grades 9-10 reading and content; interpret figures of speech in context and analyze their role in a text; analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

9-10.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the post-secondary and workforce readiness level; demonstrate independence in building vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Reading – Literature (RL) and Informational Text (RI)

9-10.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw inferences; cite the strongest, most compelling textual evidence to support conclusions. 

9-10.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw inferences; cite the strongest, most compelling textual evidence to support conclusions. 

9-10.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development; provide an objective or critical summary. 

9-10.RI.KID.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development; provide an objective or critical summary. 

9-10.RL.KID.3 Analyze how complex characters, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text to impact meaning. 

9-10.RI.KID.3 Analyze how an author presents and develops key ideas and events to impact meaning. 

9-10.RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, such as how language evokes a sense of time and place, and how it communicates an informal or formal tone. 

9-10.RI.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 

9-10.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning text structure, plot structure, and/or time manipulation create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

9-10.RI.CS.5 Analyze how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text. 

9-10.RL.CS.6 Analyze how point of view and/or author purpose shapes the content and style of diverse texts. 

9-10.RI.CS.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 

9-10.RL.IKI.7 Evaluate the topic, subject, and/or theme in two diverse formats or media. 

9-10.RI.IKI.7 Evaluate the topic or subject in two diverse formats or media. 

9-10.RI.IKI.8 Evaluate how reasoning and evidence affects the argument and specific claims in a text. 

9-10.RL.IKI.9 Analyze a variety of related literary texts and evaluate how an author draws on, alludes to, or transforms source material to provide a deeper and more thorough interpretation of the text. 

9-10.RI.IKI.9 Analyze a variety of thematically-related texts of historical and literary significance for the way they address related topics, facts, and concepts. 

10.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature at the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

10.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Speaking and Listening

9-10.SL.CC.1 Initiate and participate effectively with varied partners in a range of collaborative discussions on appropriate 9th- 10th grade topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

9-10.SL.CC.2 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media formats; evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

9-10.SL.CC.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric; identify any fallacious reasoning and/or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 

9-10.SL.PKI.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically, so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

9-10.SL.PKI.5 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

9-10.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

Writing

9-10.W.TTP.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning supported by relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s). 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaim(s) fairly, supplying evidence for each claim and counterclaim while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

c. Create an organization that establishes cohesion and clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

e. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

f. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

9-10.W.TTP.2Write informative/explanatory texts to analyze and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection and organization of content. 

a. Provide an introduction that is relevant to the rest of the text and effectively engages the audience. 

b. Organize ideas to create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas and concepts, including but not limited to use of appropriate and varied transitions. 

c. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

e. Use appropriate formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

f. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

g. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

9-10.W.TTP.3 Write narrative fiction or literary nonfiction to convey experiences and/or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing point of view, and introducing a narrator/speaker and/or characters. 

b. Sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. 

c. Create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

d. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines to convey experiences, events, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

f. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

g. Establish and maintain an appropriate style and tone. 

9-10.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

9-10.W.PDW.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 9-10.) 

9-10.W.PDW.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

9-10.W.RBPK.7 Conduct and write short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem by narrowing or broadening the inquiry when appropriate, synthesizing multiple sources on the subject, and demonstrating a new understanding of the subject under investigation. 

9-10.W.RBPK.8 Use multiple search terms to generate a variety of print and digital sources; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

9-10.W.RBPK.9 Support and defend interpretations, analyses, reflections, or research with evidence found in literature or informational texts, applying grade band 9-10 standards for reading to source material. 

9-10.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Pacing Guide

	Quarter
	Topics
	Quarterly Assessment

	1st  (Aug. 1 – Sept. 19)
	Grammar Review, Elements of Fiction, Narrative Writing
	Given during the week of 9/11

	2nd (Sept. 18 – Oct.5)
	Grammar Review, Nonfiction Literature, Informational Writing
	Given during week of 10/2

	3rd (Oct. 5 – Nov. 13)
	Grammar Review, Tools of Fiction, Argumentative Writing
	Given during week of 11/6

	4th (Nov. 14 – Dec. 15)
	Poetry, Drama, MLA format
	Given during week of 12/11


Class Requirements:   Students are required to have the following supplies for class.
1. Binder or notebook with loose leaf paper and a place to keep handouts.  Information that should be kept in this location includes signed syllabus (bonus points given for keeping until end of semester), notes & assignments, and returned literature quizzes/tests and graded essays
2. Pencils and/or pens

3. Highlighters (yellow, orange, pink, blue)

4. Earbuds

5. Jump drive/flash drive, etc.

6. Assigned Textbook

7. Independent Reading book (every day after first trip to library)

Content Activities & Procedures:

A combination of lecture, class discussion, Power Point presentations, videos, cooperative learning, and independent learning will be used in this course.  Grades will be determined by the satisfactory and timely completion of assignments, participation in class discussions and activities, and assessment grades.
Class will begin every day with a “bell ringer” activity.  Students should begin on bell ringers as soon as the tone sounds to begin class.  These activities can include grammar practice, reading comprehension practice, quick write activities, and/or standardized test practice and should take 10 minutes or less to complete.  

Class will end most days with silent reading over an independent reading choice.  Students will read 1 book each 4½ weeks or 2 per grading period (9 weeks).  These books should be grade appropriate selections approved by the teacher or taken from a list provided by the teacher.  Assessment of this requirement could include AR quizzes, essays, or projects.

Following any absence, students should check the make-up folder for any missed notes or assignments.  It is the student’s responsibility to check for make-up work, complete it and turn it in in a timely manner.  Upon a student’s 6th absence, he/she will be assigned to learning lab to make-up time missed and to complete assignments. 
Bell-ringers, classwork or homework is assigned to allow the student to review information, to practice new skills, or to extend concepts presented during class.  These daily grades will be checked for completion.  Failure to complete an assignment on time will result in an In School study session or afterschool detention.  Parents will be notified of any third or subsequent incomplete assignment.
Leaving the classroom for any reason will involve a process so that the teacher is always aware of a student’s location.  Every student will be given a large popsicle stick on which to write his/her name.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with this item; leaving the room will not be allowed without this step.  To leave the room, students, must take the appropriate pass from the “Where Are You?” board and place their popsicle stick in the appropriate envelope before leaving.  Upon returning to the room, students should return the pass to its original location and remove their popsicle stick from the envelope.
Grading Scale:


Daily Grades (2 -3 per week)


@10%


Quizzes/Tests (approximately 1 per week)
@45%


Essays/Project (2-3 per 4 and a half weeks)
@35%


Quarterly Exams (1 per 4 and a half weeks)
@10%

Classroom Rules
1. Be Prepared.
Be ready to begin class when the bell rings.  Students must have notebook with paper, pencil, textbook, independent reading book, and completed assignments each day. 
2. Be Respectful.
-  of others ... maintain a positive learning environment (keep hands to yourself, use appropriate language...)
-  of the teacher … listen and pay attention to instructions, follow directions, use 
courteous language...

-  of self … do your best! 
Cheating (which includes plagiarism) will not be tolerated.  

Consequence:

First violation – a zero will be given for that assignment and parents will be contacted 
Second violation – a zero plus afterschool detention(s)
Third violation – a zero plus alternative school
3. Be Responsible.
- Students should be seated, quiet, and ready to begin when the bell stops ringing.
Consequence: Students not seated and quiet when the bell stops ringing can be counted tardy. Remember: three (3) tardies equal an absence.
– Clean up your area & remove your possessions at the end of the class period
· Follow all school rules

· All assignments are to be complete within allotted time.

· when absent…

· assignments due on the date of absence are expected upon return to class

· any assignments made during absence will be placed in the make-up folder
· lessons (projects, tests, quizzes, etc) assigned during absence are expected within 3 days of return to class for full credit; assignments not completed within 3 days will result in assignment to afterschool detention and a reduction in the grade
· tests/quizzes missed due to absence are to be made up during an In Class Study Session or during After School Detention; class time will not be used to do make-up work.
Consequences for Violating Rules
Step 1.  WARNING (Name on board, no privileges)
Step 2.  BREAK DETENTION (signified by checkmark by name) -  the next break period following incident
 

Step 3.  FREE DAY FRIDAY DETENTION (signified by 2 checks) – the next Free Day Friday following incident

Step 4.  AFTERSCHOOL DETENTION
Step 5.  OFFICE VISIT

***Major behavior issues can lead to fast-forwarding of consequences; a repeated pattern of bad behavior within a week, month, or grading period will result in additional consequences and an office consultation.***
Privileges/Rewards for Following Rules (based on no conduct issues or missing/late assignments)

1. Time in the reading area

2. Treats (candy, snacks, etc.)

3. Homework or Free Test Question Passes (at end of quarter for no incidents passed step 1)

4. Five bonus points added to lowest quiz (at end of semester for no incidents past step 1)
I have read the information provided in this syllabus.

Parent’s signature



Date

Student’s signature


Date


